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fr Rb a 1773 Terror 10 g 
10 the Exil. Mili thou then wit be afraid 
of the Power 2 Ds that which 3: Good, 
and thou ſpall have Praiſe: of the ſame. 

For he is the Minifter of God to thee for Good. 
But if thon do that which "is Evil, be 

afraid, for he beareth not the. Sword. = 

vain ;"for he is the Miniſter F God, 2 
Revenger to execute Wi rath _ bir that 


doeth Evil. 


= — H . Apoile a all Chui- 
M ſtians' to be ſubject to the Higher 


of Arguments to enforce the Duty. 
| The Firſt, in the beginning of this 
Chapter, taken from the Original of 
Government, which he affirms in General to be 
from God; For there is no Power bus of God, and 
the Powers that be are ordained of Go . Meaning 
thereby, ( as St. Ch ſoſtom interprets it) not that 
every particular Ruler is immediately from God, 
bur that Government it ſelf is ſo; * that it is 
wntrived by the Wiſdom: of God, that for the 
good Order of Human Society, ſome ſhould be 
B "Rules, 


Powers, makes uſe; of Iwo Sorts + 


2 "he 52 SER MON. 

Rulers, and others Subjects. And therefore to I 
withſtand common Authority, is to reſiſt the Ord. trat 
\ nance of God. But leſt this kind of Arguing ind 
ſhould ſeem hard, as tending rather to Silence WY 10t 
than Convince Men, he adds another, repreſenting I mp 
the great Benefit of this Ordinance & God, in a dul 
Words of the Text, For Rulert are not a Terror 9 il 


Good Works, r uch 


And in ſpeaking to theſe Words, it any: be fit rd 
to conſider briefly, a few Propoſitions. that an ant 
plainly included in them; and then to make ſome Tw. 

uch Inferences as will naturally follow from them, MW 
and may be proper to the preſent Seaſon. 
New the Words do plainly contain or imph 
theſe Four following Propoſitions. 5 


I. That it is the Duty of all Rulers and Magi 
ſtrates, to be a Terror to Evil Men, and a Guard 
and ProteRion to the Good. 

2. That generally ſpeaking, it is fo ordered by 
the Providence of God, — ap me is 4 
great Security to Men, 2 great raint 

upon the — 2 125 
3. That good Men have therefore great Reaſon 
to proceed in a Courſe of Virtue, from this Conſi- 
deration, That the better they are, the more they 
will be under the Guard of Law and Govert- . 
ment. ame 
. unt wicked Men have Reaſon to be afraid I ng 
of The Higher Powers; becauſe, very probably, the 
even in this World, they may be brought to Pu- ent 
me. | eace 
| | . Tha Ir Ic 


inlawful, as ſome Anabapriſtf, 


ot founded upon 
Ff Things, its mutable and a 


— 


i Ae ze 8 * * ON. 
1. That it is the Duty of, W 


irates, to be a Terror to Evil. Men, and a 13 
ind Protection to the Gooc Thi,” indeed; is 
10t ſaid directhy in-the Text, 55 it is 'neceſfirily 
mplied in it; for when; the 4 720 A Fr ys, 575 
Wlers are not a Terror to good 


Zvil, he certainly ſuppoſes n hey oug Th fo 15 


uch, this being the End for which they w 
xdained and cher ny is the End.of Gove 


aſonabl denied by. an bet abe 

annot re y be any. 7 ; 
[wo Sorts of People. n Td Thoſe, eee 
vho hold all Government, or Ded . 
iſtracy among Wen to; 0 wid 364} 119 | 


a their firſt ariſing; and four ajhet' ZY- 
eaded People have ſince done; which. 1 5 | 
Doctrine would ſoon, by Experiment in Pra 

onfute it ſelf. Or, +. Thoſe who hola that © 
nd Evil, or Virtue and Vice, L 91 0 


Eternal | Reaſon 
leafure of the Supreme (Ber i "And it ok 
be expected that theſe Men ſhould think it the 


huty of Magiſtrates, or the End of Gen ne, 
3 Gegend antecedent Vertue, or puniſh Vice, who | 


tink all Moral Good and; Evil, made by Ruchg. 


ty, and ſubſequent to it. I ſhall not now ſpend 


ime to confute this pernicious Opinion ; but * ; 
ng it for granted, that the End of Governme 
the Preſervation of Good Men, and the Puniſh- 


ent and Reſtraint of Evil Doers, in which ai 
eace and Welfare of Mankind, as naturall 


ir Society, does conſiſt, it will neceſſarily ble 
A 2 that 


4 A. Atze SEN MOo R- 
that it is the Duty of all Governors and Mag 


ſtrates, as much as in them lies, to purſue thy 5. 
End. For if Government be ordained of God uM his 


the Apoſtle plainly tells us it is; that is, if it were 
originally deſigned by God, in the very: framing 
of ona Nature, that there ſhould be Govern. 


ment in every Society, in order to the gene 


Happineſs of it; as indeed all Things of Univer ff cen 
and Natural Benefit to Mankind are truly ſaid to I ov! 


be of God's Appointment; and if God hath fo or. liga 
dered the Nature” of Mankind, ever ſince there ¶ thei 
was any Brofichfloiin Man to do Evil, that with. Aut 
cout ſome l diręcting and reſtraining Power, there ſeve 
_ could. be ng quiet living in the World; and De 
therefore, böth by his Providence made it neceſ. Dir 
fry, and by his Direction, wherever he hath in- Prec 
terpoſed, ſnhewn the Way, how the Evil of Ana: "ity, 
chy and Confuſion might be avoided; and in bis 
Tome. ſpecial Caſes, pointed out the very Choice of deſig 
Governors t6' ſome particular People; and where ck 
he has not, yet has endued all other Nations with I mor: 
Reaſon. to provide themſelves with ſuch Govern ing 


ment, as, might beſt anſwer the Ends of Society; wick 
and whatever Model or Form of Adminiſtration i ut 


they pitch upon, in Purſuance of this Natur 
Reaſon, as beſt ſuited to the Numbers, Situation, 
or other Circumſtances of the Society, though it be 
but an Human Conſtitution, or Ordinance of Man, is 
St. Peter juſtly calls it, 1 Pet. 2. 13. wwbether i 
be the King at Supreme, or Governors,” as ſen 
by bim; yet it is to be ſubmitted to or the 
Lord's the as being agreeable to his _ 


— 


47 Aſſre SRO; „ 5 
z. Ipeſign when he made Man a ſociable Creature; 
dal So that the Exerciſe of all juſt Power, has both 
A his Allowance and Approbation: And if Rulers 
en and Magiſtrates are God's Miniſters and Officers, 
ing Wl which he is pleaſed to make uſe of as his viſible - 
m. Vicegerents in the Adminiſtration of Humane Af- 
nl fairs ; This, how great a Privilege ſoever it may 
ral ſem, is ſo far from ſetting them at Liberty to 
to zovern as they pleaſe, that it. is the ſtrongeſt Ob- 
or-M ligation imaginable to the due Periggmance of 
er MI their Duty. For the more of their Power and 
h- Authority they owe to God, ſo much the more 
em ſeverely accountable: muſt they own themſelves to 
nd > to him, gs being more immediately under his 
el. Direction, and obliged to govern both by his 
in. Precept and Example, as well as by his Autho- 
ar-M city, who deſigns the Good and Happineſs of all 
in bis creatures, . For though Wicked Spirits, who 
of deſign the Miſchief, of Mankind, or wicked Men, 


1 r 


n 1 


* 


ee eeking ſome corrupt Advantage of their own, 
ith more than the publick Welfare, might be wil⸗ 
ming to confer, on Rulers an Authority to do 
ty; vickedly ; yet this is no part of God's Authority, 
ion but an Abuſe of the Pretence to it; for he has 
un ziven no Man Licenſe, . and, much leſs Authority 
ion, to Sin. So that to ſuch Magiſtrates and. Rulers 
tles make a right Eſtimate of their own Authority, 
„nothing can - a greater or ſtronger Motive to the 
r riet and conſcientious Performance of their Duty, 
ſen chan this Conſideration, that they derive all their 
ref juſt Power from God, and arg to. be obeyed. for 
joalY dis Sake ; but that further than this, they hays 
_ . 


* 7 , 


"0; £ Ai 2 rk. 
no Commiſſion of his to warrant them. And thy per 
Conſideration concerns not only the Supreme, bu 
all Subordinate Magiſtrates to whom any meaſun 
of Authority is ltd + and therefore the 
Pfalmiſt uſes this Argument, that becauſe Gu 
fandeth in the Con f Princes, and judge 
among Gods (or, re they ſhould n 
Judge unjuſtly, nor prev 25 bus of the — 
| the Poor und Father „ and do Friſlin 
to to the el, Plalm 82. 1 i Fr King 7b. 
Ppbar charges his Judges, Take! bred what Je a, 
for ye jure for Men hut for the Lord, wh 
E with ys n ginkut. And therefore! ſhall not 
inſiſt ly, fort er upon this Head, 12 proceed th 
the ſecond Particular, viz. 
© That generally f king, it is 0e debe by tir 
Providence of God, chat Government is 2 grea 
Security to 850d Mer. and a great Reſtraint upon 
the Wicked 2 che moſt part, mers are not 1 are 1 
Terror 25 Works, bur to the Beil, This Ty, thei! 
is the generally {| 4" for it cannot be rv: 
denied, that ſometimes,” even in the beſt Gopem. A 
ments, ſome particular good Men may meet with I ful | 
hard VUſuige , and dee Offenders eſcape 'un-I they 
| puniſhed; and: this the Apoſtle could not but be made 
Aware of; for the Letz | Profeſſion of the Chriſtim thou 
Religion, at the Tithe when be writ this Fpiltle, I Deſi 
and for a conſiderable Time after, did expoſe tbe I ſerva 
Profeſſors thereof ro many Pertecutions, which f whie 


were not only Wink'd at, but formetimes enoon - I to dj 
raged by the then Powers of the World, bo rtl 
were not rightly ittformed of their Caſe; as — that 
Fe pro 
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u enced even under ſome of. the beſt of the Rares 


bu Emperors in other Relpects L and yet, for all this, 
un he aſſerts it for a general Truth, That Rulers are 


tie not 4 Terror to good Works,, hut to the EFuil. God 
30% by his Providence taking Care that what was by. 


eh him deſigned for the general Good of and. 
I ould not ordinarily fail of that Effect. 


and make his Honour, and the Good and Bene- 
fit of thoſe whom they govern, the principal Aim 
and Deſign of their Adminiſtration, there is no 


endeavour to defend and encourage good Men, 
and to puniſh and diſcountenance Evil-doers ; And. 


tis a great Bleſſing, for which we ought always 


to be thankful to God Almighty, to live under a 
Government conſcientiouſly careful to purſue the 


Ends of its Inſtitution. Happy are the People that 


are in ſuch a Caſe, if they could but be ſenſible of 


their own Happineſs, and wiſe enough to pre- 


ſerve and make a good Uſe of it. 


And as for thoſe Rulers who are not ſo mi 


ful of their Duty as they ought to be, yet even 


they are by the wiſe Contrivance of Providenc 


th 


As for thoſe. who Rule in the Fear of God; 


doubt, but they will to the utmoſt of their Power 


eir own Pre- 
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fim Government, are many, and do mucli ex: 
* .ceed the Prejudices they can ordinarily” receive 
by it (excepting ſome particular Caſes, which they ſh, 
may be content to bear with for the common good) 
even when Kulers are not ſo careful of their 5 
Duty as they ought to be; provided there be 
not a deſigned overturning of all Laws; which c 
is a Caſe of Violence, and can never hold long. 
I .̃t is not neceſſary to enter into a Diſcourſe of che q 
| great Benefit of Government in general, ſince the G , 
common Senſe of Mankind has agreed, that it is not Y 
only uſeful and expedient, but neceſſary. Let it 2 
only be conſidered, that if God intended Govern- \ 
ment for the Security of publick Happineſs, That 
Government muſt needs be moſt agreeable to his 
Will, wherein this general Good is moſt effectu- 
ally provided for, by ſuch known Laws, as i 

may be the Intereſt, as well as Duty, both of 
Rulers and Subjects to obſerve. This is what al 
wiſe 'Gdvernments do really purſue, and what 

5 Say the weakeſt pretend to aim at. And there 


. Good Men have great Reaſon to proceed in 

— 3 Courſe of Virtue from this Conſideration, that 
the better they are, the more ſecure they wil 
be under the Guard of Law and Gevernment 
Wilt thou then not be afraid of the Power? « 

| that which is good, and thou ſhalt haue praiſe 0 

| the ſame. Would you enjoy the Protection an 
Benefit of the Law, and the Countenance and Fe 
vour of Authority? The beſt way to do this, x 
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ae tos ee el od in ie Wd, 
ind to keep a Conſcience, void of Offence, both to- 


wards God and Man. A true Chriſtian may fafely 


ſhew forth the Fruits of the Spirit, which are Love, 


Foy, Peart, Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, 
Fs, Meekneſs, Temperance , againſt ſuch the 


+ % 


Apoſtle aſſures us, There is no Law, The practice 


of Juſtice, Charity, Fidelity, Modeſty, Feaceable- 


| der any . Penalties ; for tis the Intereſt of every 


” & Ws. # 14 4 


1 0 


Government to protect and encourage them : 
And the contrary to theſe Virtues are not, in 
the Nature of Things, capable of being com- 
manded by. Law. Now that this Conſideratiom 
ought to have ſome weight with us, to move ys 
to Virtue and good Living; Let us conſider, how 
great a part of our Quiet and Happineſs in this 
World depends upon a Freedom from thoſe Trou- 

bles and Miſchiefs which Ill Men create to them- | 
ſelves, by incurring the Cenſure of the Law, or 
living in fear and dread of it; and certainly the beſt | 
way to avoid that, is to live then in ſteady pra- 
ctice of thoſe Virtues which the Laws are made 
to maintain and promote. To be juſt and honeſt 
in all our Dealings, true and faithful to our Prg- - 
miſes, Sincere and Upright in all our Deſigns, 
to be Sober and Temperate_in our Behaviour, 
Kind and Merciful and obliging to others, Pru- 
dent and Diligent in our Callings, not meddle- 
ing with other Mens Matters, nor engaging our 

ſelves in any Faction or Party, to the Diſturbange 
of the publick Peace, 125 demeaning our ſelves in- 


offenſively 


* _ 


10 An Aſſiue 8 E N MON. 
offenſively to all Men, can never make us uneaſy! 
to our ſelves, or provoke others againſt us; much 
Teſs can any Law take hold of us, or Magiſtrate! 
be offended at us, who is the Miniſter of God 10 
us for Good. And therefore, He that will low! 
Life and ſee good Days, let him refrain his Tongu 
from Evil, and his Lips that they ſpeak 9] 
Guile: Let him eſchew evil, and do good; let hin 


r * 


Feel Peace and enſue it. This is an approvel 


Preſcription for an Happy Life, both in the 
Old and New Teſtament, and in the very Na- 
ture of Things. For who is he that will ham 
Dou, if” ye be followers of that which is Good? 

as St. Peter ſays. This Method he preſcribed to 
"Chriſtians, when the Powers of the World were 
prejudiced againſt them. But when both Laws 
and Rulers are Chtiſtian, good Men have ſtil 
greater Advantages to hope for. They are ther 
not only out of Danger from the Higher Power 
by. a Virtuous Life, but have reaſon to exped 
their particular Favour and Protection; not only: 
Defence from the unjuſt Inſults of other People 
but a due Reward and Commendation, if then 
Actions are Deſerving and Praiſe Worthy ; Do thai 
which is good, and thou halt have praiſe of th 
Power. For Men of exemplary Virtue and 
Goodneſs, are a great Strength, Security, and Or 
-Nament to the Government they live under, and 
ſo lay a fort of Obligation upon it to take pat 
ticular Care of their Preſervation and Encourage 
ment. Bleſſed be God, it is our Happinels tl 
live under a Prince to whoſe Favour and * 


. 


An Aſſixe SERMON, 11 
we cannot better reeommend our ſelves, than by 


2 faithful Diſcharge of our Duty in our ſeveral : 
Stations, and living up to the Precepts of our 


Religion, of which God has made him the De- 


fender, who has on all Occaſions declared fo 
great an Affection to our Conſtitution both in 
Church and State: and as at his firſt coming he 
expreſs*d his great Pleaſure to ſee among us the 
happy Effects of making every Man's Property ſe- 


cure; ſo he has ſince continually made it his 


great Concern, to preſerve us ſafe in the Enjoy- 
ment of our Religion and Civil Rights, notwith- 
ſtanding the ungrateful Returns he has met with- 
al of Sedition and Rebellion, without the leaft 
ſhadow of Provocation : And we have all the rea- 
ſon in the World to hope, that the Government 
of ſuch a Prince would be a mighty Encourage- 
ment to all Virtue, if we did but try the Expe- 
riment in making our ſelves worthy of it. 
Now, though it muſt be confeſſed, that theſe 
worldly Advantages of the Favour and Protection of 


Government and Laws, are far from being the 


only or the Chief Arguments that ought to move 


us to the practice of Virtue and Religion, (which 


would be our Duty from higher Conſiderations, 
though we ſhould fail of theſe ;) yet tlieſe in their 
kind are not to be deſpiſed, for the Apoſtle him- 


ſelf uſes it as ſome Recommendation of Godlineſtr, 


that it has the promiſe of the Life that now is, 


as well as of that which is to come. But this 


Advantage will farther appear, if we conſider, 


C2 4. That 


0 
F 
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4. That wicked Men have Reaſon to be afraid 
of the Higher Powers, becauſe, very probably, 
may be brought to pu- 
 niſhment for their Crimes; F thou do that awhith 
is Evil, be afraid, for he is the Miniſter of God, 4 
| Revenger to execute wrath upon him that doth Evil. 
This Argument, indeed, may ſeem but of ſinall 
Force in Compariſon to the Confideration of thoſe 

eternal Puniſhments, which wicked Men have 
reaſon to expect in another Life, which yet 
we ſee Men daily harden themſelves againſt, 
But then it is to be obſerved, that wicked Men 
either do not fully believe thoſe Threatnings of God 
which relate to another Life only, as is too evi- 
dently the Caſe of ſome; or elſe they look upon 


even in this World they 


them at ſuch a diſtance, as will not ſuffer them 


to have their due weight upon their Minds; or, 


laſtly, they are ſo ſtrongly moved by the Things 


of this World, that they give themſelves no 


leiſure to think of the next: And for theſe Rea- 
ſons, the fear of the preſent Puniſhments of this 
Life will work more upon ſome notorious Offen- 
ders, to reſtrain them, at leaſt, from the outward 
Acts of Wickedneſs, than any Arguments drawn 
from a future Judgment: And to ſuch it is pro- 
per to urge this Conſideration, That how ſecure 


ſoever they may think themſelves in the Com- 


miſſion of their Villanies, yet the Time may very 
probably come, when they leaſt expect it, That 
even in this World they 


may be called to account 


for their Wickedneſs. For how many Thouſands 


ba 
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have fallen under the Hands of Juſtice for thoſe 
Crimes, which they thought they had commit- ö 
ted with the greateſt Secreſy > How many pri᷑ᷣ-. 
vate Villanies have been brought to light by very 1 
unexpected Accidents ?.' How many ſecret Tra- 
ſons and Conſpiracies? How many clandeſtine 
Murders and other ſtudiouſly cohcealed Crimes 
have been wonderfully diſcovered, by ſtrange, 1 
and little, and ſeemingly caſual Occurrences, tg 
the Confuſion and Puniſhment of their Authors 
and Contrivers? And how can any wicked Man 
be ſure but this may be his Caſe > For God ha- 
ving put the Sword of Juſtice into the Hands of. 
the Magiſtrate, takes Care, by his Providence, 
that he ſhall not always bear it in Vain; but 
makes him an avenger to execute Wrath upon him 
that doeth Evil. So that wicked Men have Rea- 
ſon to be afraid of the Higher Powers, even though 
they put off thoſe Conſiderations of a future Life, 
which ſhould deter them from their Wickedneſs. 
And they have Reaſon, more eſpecially to be 
afraid, when they make their wicked Attempts. 
upon the Higher Powers themſelves, as it were to 
diſſolve the Bands of Society, of which they are 
the Guardians, by open Sedition, or treaſonabls _ |} 
and rebellious Practices; for Rulers are then ob- 1 
liged, both for the publick Safety, and for their. | 
Jon perſonal Security, to draw the Sword of ij 
Juſtice againſt them : They are under a te |} 
both of Duty and Neceſſity to puniſh ſuch evil 


Doers, 


Having 


** 


it is an Ordinance of God ſo very Uſeful and 
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HFaving thus briefly ſpoken to the ſeveral Pro. 


the Text, ſee. the Reaſonableneſs of that Duty 
which he infers from it in the following Words 
Wherefore ye muſt needs be ſubje&, -not only for 


well as Intereſt, of every Member of Society in 
the Diſcharge of their Office, which tends {+ 


juſt Commands, and to ſtand up in their Defencc 
whenever they are invaded. For as Law anc 
_ » Government are the common Defence of ever! 


Man's Right ; lo every Man that expeQs this Be 


politions,which are principally implied in the Text; 
I ſhall proceed to make ſome plain Inferences from 
them, which may be proper to the preſent Circum 
ſtances of Affairs among us. ol 


1. We may from this Account which the Apo 
ſtle gives of the Advantages of Government, in 


Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience Sake, i. e. Since 


Beneficial to the Good of Mankind, we ought not 
only to bear with it, becauſe we cannot hinder 
it without Fear of Puniſhment ; but alſo out of 
Conſcience to God and the Duty we owe to thc 
publick Happineſs of Society, willingly to com- 
ply with, and by a ready Obedience Support and f 
Maintain ſo uſeful and neceſſary an Inſtitution. M ? 
For ſince Law and Government, Princes and 0 

h 

tl 

R 
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Rulers, and the ſeveral Degrees of Magiſtracy 
are ſo neceſſary to ſecure the Peace and Weltfarc 
of the World, it muſt needs be the Duty, a+ 
his reſpective Station, to help and aſſiſt them ir 


much to the publick Good : To Obey all thei 


net, 
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nefit, is bound to defend thoſe that Adminiſter 


them, becauſe they cannot protect us in our Right, 
if we deſert them, or refuſe them our Aſſiſtance. 
For the protecting Power of the Prince or Ruler, 
being nothing elſe but the Power of the Society 
applied by his Direction, muſt be juſt ſo far 
diſabled, as that Direction is not complied with; 


and therefore the ſame Law of God, and the 


ſame Reaſon that Commands Kings and Princes to 
do Juſtice, and to Rule in the Fear of God, Com- 
mands Subjects alſo to Obey them for Conſcience 
Sake, and to ſubmit themſelves to every Ordinance 


of Man for the Lord's Sake, whether it be to the 
King as Supreme, or unto Governors, as unto. 
| them that are ſent by him for the Puniſhment of 
evil Doers, and for the praiſe of them that do 


well, © Tt Ri 1 | | 
Many Diſputes have been raiſed about the li- 


mits of Submiſſion, or whether it ought to be 
without all Limits. And becauſe all pofitive Laws - 
(which in Reaſon and Decency ſuppoſe a ſettled 


Adminiſtration of Law) * forbid Reſiſtance; ſome 


have run the Caſe to that Extremity, as to infer 
that under a Subverſion of all Laws, there is no 


Remedy in Conſcience, but that the whole Body 


of a Nation is bound to ſubmit to the greateſt 
illegal Violence of one who once had a legal Title 
to Subjection; whereby the very end of Govern- 
ment will be deſtroyed, by that which was de- 


figned for the means of its Preſervation. And on 
the other Hand, there are ſome who not having 


the publick Happineſs, but their own private De- 
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ſigns in View, are forward to interpret every littł 
Miſcarriage in a Governor to be a publick Gris} 
Vance, and would alarm private Subjects to ſtan 
upon their Guard, as if the whole Commonwealth 
were in great Danger, when wy ſome particu· 
; ) d. An Expe | 
rience of leſs than Thirty Years may conving 
every honeſt and peaceable Man of the Folly ani 
Miſchief of both the Extremes, to which thy 
neceſſary Moral and Chriſtian Duty of Qbedijenc W 
may, by undue Explications, be expoſed, when i 
is once made a Diſpute among contending Partie 
And the Miſchief is,that ſome of thoſe who, not long 
ſince, {ſeemed very angry with all that expreſs d an) 


lar Party or Faction are diſplea 


. diſſent, though never ſo modeſtly, to one Extreme 


| are now on a ſudden practiſing all the worſt Con. 


ſegquences of the other, as if they had eithe 
ſtrained the Doctrine of Subjection, with an in- 


tent to have it broken, or thought the preſſing a 


Submiſſion without Bounds in Principle, woult 


make amends for Sedition and Rebellion in Practice. 
I Know not whether ſome very honeſt au 


well-deſigning Men may not have been diſcou- 


raged from preſſing the plain practical Duty o 


Obedience to the Higher Powers, even at ths 
Time when it was very neceſſary, for fear f 
being miſunderſtood. in ſo nice a Cafe as this f 
now become, by being made Matter of Diſpute 
rather than of Practice. But when an undeniable 


Duty is manifeſtly neglected, and Acts of Sed 


tion break out, and open Rebellion has been at. 


tempted, contrary to the avowed Principles ph 


dss. S. s. 


that have reaſoned ſoberly upon this Duty; we 


ought to follow St. Paul's Direction to Titus, and 


put Men in Mind to be ſubje& to Principalities and . 
Powers, to obey Magiſtrates, to be ready to every 


good Work; and no Man ought to brand us with 


the Name of Politicians, or Time-ſervers, when 
we endeavour to perſuade them to a neceſſary Du- 


ty, in which ſo many have been deficient. Let 
us therefore follow the plain Senſe of the Apo- 


ſtle's Doctrine in this Chapter, neither encoura- 


ging the wild Exorbitancies of a Lawleſs Power, 
as if it were God's Authority, on the one Hand; 
nor covering our private Diſcontents with a Pre- 


Allegiance to a Lawful Government, on the other. 
And as we carefully preſerved our excellent Con- 
ſtitution both in Church and State, by avoiding 
one of theſe Evils at the happy Revolution, which 


under the Conduct of His late Majeſty of Glo- 
rious Memory, then reſcued it from extreme Dan- 


ger; So let every true Lover of his King and 


Country, be as careful at this Time, to preſerve 


the ſame Conſtitution, by avoiding the other: 


That is, by living in a true Chriſtian SubjeQion 


to our Gracious Sovereign King GEORGE, as 
the Miniſter of God to us for Good, and obeying 
nim chearfully for Conſcience Sake; not foment- 
ing Tumults or Seditions, or abetting any Party 


or Faction, by what ſpecious Names ſoever they 
may call themſelves, that ſeek to diſturb the pub- 


lick Peace; nor by any falſe Repreſentations of 
his Adminiſtration, alienating the Minds of weak 
8 D e and 


. 


tence of publick Good, in order to violate our | 


18 An Aﬀeze 8 E RN. 
and unwary People from their due Affection to 
His Majeſty's Perſon, or Obedience to his Go} 
. , vernment; but diſcouraging as much as we can, 
all thoſe villanous and malicious Slanders, that 
1 are ſo plentifully ſpread about in the Dark, by 
lying Agents, to rob him of the Love of his Peo- 
ple. Let us, in our ſeveral Capacities, aſſiſt all 

| thoſe who are in Authority under him, to preſerve 
SF the Publick Peace, to maintain the Laws, and to 
defend our Country in Time of Danger, againſt i 
all the wicked Attempts of ſuch as deſign Ruin, 
or Miſchief to our Eſtabliſn'd Religion and Go- 
vernmeht. The Duty of Obedience requires 
ſomething more of us, than barely to be Paſſive, 
and fit ſtill, as if we were unconcerned which 
way Things went, when not only the Crown and 
Dignity of our Rightful and Lawful King, but his 
Sacred Life, and the whole Proteſtant Succeſſion, 
upon which depends every Thing that is dear to 
us, either as a free Nation, or a reformed Church, 

is ſo apparently ſtruck at. Therefore, let no ſelfiſh * 
Deſigns, or little Party Animoſities, hinder our 
common Zeal for the Service of our Gracious 80. 
vereign, or diſappoint his Care for the Publick 
Good, and the laſting Security of our own juſt 
Rights and Liberties, under his auſpicious Govern- 
ment; but let us all unite, in our Prayers and our 
Endeavours, to ſecure thoſe Bleſſings to Poſterity, 
which have ſo lately been attempted to be taken 
from us. This is implied in that Duty of Obedi- 
ence, which the Laws of God, and of our Coun- 

try, require from us, and which our Oaths of — 
n VT 


by the meer Will and Pleaſure of a Pretender, 
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delity and Allegiance bind us to: And it is no 
more.than what our Intereſt, both Civil and Reli- - © 
gious plainly directs us to, if we have any real. 
Concern to preſerve that Religion which we pre. 
tend to profeſs ; unleſs we can be ſo far infatuated, * 
as to think that a Proteſtant Church is not better 

ſecured by a legal Eſtabliſhment under a Prote- _ 
ſtant King, and a, Succeſſion of Princes, obliged + * 
both by Law and Principle to defend it, than 
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; «4 
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1 * 

1 
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bred up in ſuch Maxims of Popery and Arbitrary 
Power, as muſt engage him, even in Conſcience, 
to deſtroy it. A Man may without breach f 
Charity, juſtly ſuſpect, that thoſe Men ſit looſe to 
the Proteſtant Religion, that can be ſo much as 
indifferent what Choice to make in ſuch a Calez _ » 
and if we may gueſs by the Practice of ſome, that 3 
can readily take all Oaths of Fidelity to the Go- 
vernment, at the ſame Time that they make no 
Scruple of acting directly againſt the Deſign of 
them, we can hardly help concluding, that ſome © 
of the moſt dangerous Doctrines of Popery, and 
of moſt pernicious Conſequence to Society, have 
already made but too great Advances among us. 
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2. From one of the Ends of Magiſtracy here 
mentioned by the Apoſtle, we may learn the Un- 
lawfulneſs of ptivate Revenge, and that the proper 
way of having our Injuries redreſt, is appealing to. I 
the Magiſtrate, whoſe Office it is to relieve the + * } 
Oppreſſed, and to help them to Right, that ſuffer 
Wrong; and we may lawfully implore his Aid, 
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| where the Injury is orievous, or likely to affect the 


for ſmall and trivial Matters, is a troubling of the 
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Publick; though to make Uſe even of this way, 1 


Publick, and not according to the penceable Spirit 
of the Goſpel. God Almighty has declared; chat 
| Vengeance is bis, and he will repay it; and the 
Text tells us, that the Magiſtrate is his Miniſter, } 
to execute it; He is the Miniſter of God, a Reven- | 
ger to execute Wrath upon him that doth Evil, 80 
that he who aſſumes Revenge to himſelf in his 
own Cauſe, and will not ſubmit to a legal Deter- 
mination, breaks looſe from the Bonds of Society, 
and is an Offender both againſt God, and his Vice. 
gerent; againſt God, by doing what he has expreſ. 
ly forbidden; and againſt his Vicegerent, by inva. 
ding his Office, and taking that Province out of 
his Hand, which God has peculiarly committed to 
him. And 'tis a grievous Reflection to conſider, 
that a miſtaken Pretence of Honour, ſhould in a": 
Chriſtian Country, ſo often trample upon all Laws, 
both Divine and Human. „ 
But the moſt dangerous kind of Revenge is, 
when Men of turbulent and ambitious Spirits 
endeavour to bring the Publick into Confulion, 
break out into Rebellion, and fly in the Face of 
Law and Government it ſelf, for ſome pretended 
Affront or Neglect, or becauſe they cannot bear a 
Rival in Power, or becauſe they do not hold that 
Rank in their Prince's Favour, which their own 
Pride prompts them to think they. deſerve better 
than others; or elſe becauſe ſome of thoſe whom 
they pndeſervedly Harp or Favy are thought © 


be or Wh Po 1 en aa 


ay, theſe are 3 the wicked SI of this for | 
the Wof Revenge; for _ It. _ ys in general, 
irit om whence come Wars hiings among pa 
hat Wi cone they not hence, even ps "Jour Luſte that was. 
the in your Members, is woſt certainly true in this Caſe; 5 
ter for theſe are the real Motives, whatever the pre- 


tended ones may be. But certainly the Wiſdom 


So of any Prince or Government that is careful of the 
his publick Safety, is extremely j juſtified in not em- 


ploying thoſe Men in Places bf Authority, Who 
can preſently forget all Promiſes and Obligations 


Minds. For ſuch Men ſhew by their Practice, 


Va- | 

of either that they never mean ſincerely in their Pro- 
{to feſſions of Duty and Loyalty, or that their Tem- 
ler, pers are fo Mutable, as not to be ſafely relied on; 


is, WM fecuted, unleſs it be Adminiſtred by their Hands; 
rits that is, unleſs their own' particular and ſeparate 


on, Intereſt and Ambition be alſo gratified. When . | 

of care once poſſeſt witha Spirit . Pride and Revenge 

Jed there is no Miſchief, either to private Conve 

ra tion, or publick Society, that may not be . 
hat hended from them. And therefore it becomes us 


3 


or elſe, that they think no Fidelity or Obedience: _ 
due, upon Account of Conſcience, or Conlideras FF 
tion of Publick Good, how well ſoever it be-pro- 4 


| all, both as we are Chriſtians, profeſſing Obedience . 
to the Divine Command, and as we are Men, uni- 
ted in publick AE 4 and TOY” to reap the 
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to maintain it, for no other Reaſon, but becauſg. | E 5 2 
themſelves are not employed according to their | 
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EkRuin or Weaken a Government that would reſtrain 
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22 4 Aſize SERMON. © | 
Benefit of Law and Government, carefully to 
beware of giving way to theſe unruly Paſſions, 1 
3. And Loftly, As eren abw. great Secy. Il © 
rity to good Men, and good Government eſpe. 
. cially, a great Bleſſing to any Nation; fo the beſt 
way to Eſtabliſh and Preſerve a good Government, 
is by the general Practice of Virtue and Religion. 
This will both add a Natural Strength to it, and 
procure the Bleſſing of God upon it, which is its 
_ greateſt Security. When Vice and Wickedneſs of 
all Kinds prevail much in a Nation, the Number ' 
of thoſe become very great, whoſe Intereſt it is to 


them; for every wicked Man is, in one Inſtance 
or other, an Enemy to a good and ſteady Govern- | 
ment, which is a Terror to Evil Doers, and a 
_ Praiſe to thoſe that do well. Men that deſire 2 
Security for their Vices, as well as their Perſons, © 
will endeavour to Skreen themſelves from that 
Miniſter of God, who is a Revenger to execute 
| Wrath upon him that doeth Evil. So that wicked 
People will naturally weaken the Hands of the 
beſt Prince, and the juſteſt Government, and 
Righteouſneſs only will Exalt and Strengthen a 
Nation. Therefore, if we have any true Aﬀe- WW de. 
ction for the Government under which we Live, 
and ſincerely deſire its Preſervation and Happinels, 
the moſt effectual way to ſhew it, is by living in 
a conſtant Practice of Virtue, and by an unblame- ¶ he 
able Converſation, ſuitable to the Purity of that 
Holy Religion which we profeſs; this will add 
BR” i Strength 
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and Protection, than of all the Strength of our 


Enemies; for we cannot reaſonably expect that 
| he ſhould continually protect us, as he has hi- 
therto done, if we continue to provoke him by 
our Rebellion and Diſobedience to his Com- 
mands. Can we hope that he ſhould preſerve 
to us the Security of Religion, when ſo many 
among us Deſpiſe and Ridicule all Religion, and 


more are indifferent to it, and ſo. few practiſe it, 


or govern their Lives by it? Or why ſhould he 


ſtill keep us from that Slavery and Oppreſſion 


which ſo lately threatned us, if we reſolve to 


abuſe our Liberty to Licentiouſneſs, and turn our 
Security into an occaſion of Sin? And if we go 
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will be the fureſt Means of engaging. the Provi- 
dence of God in our Defence, without which all 
our own-Endeavours will avail .bur-little. When 
a general Corruption of Manners. prevails among 
us, we have more Reaſon to be afraid of our 
own Weakneſs, and the want of God's Favor 


1 , 


on to bite and devour one another, he ny juſtly 


ſuffer us T0 be conſumed one of another. His De- 
ſign in delivering us from our Enemies, is, that 
we, may ſerve him without Fear, in Holineſs and 


E Righteouſneſs all the Days of our Life; but if we 


defeat this Deſign, he can eaſily make thoſe Evils 


which ſo lately made us afraid, or even worle, to 


return upon us | | ; 
To conclude therefore, if we would in earneſt 


new our ſelves to be good and faithful Subjects, 
rue Lovers of our Country, and hearty Friends to 


our 
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